Dominican Lenten Prayer for Peace in Iraq 
Week 1, 2008
                                                                     Created by:  Pat Stellmah, OP 
Song:  Remember Your Love by the Dameans

Refrain: Remember your love and your faithfulness, O Lord. 

   Remember your people and have mercy on us, Lord.
1. The Lord is my light and my salvation, whom should I fear? The Lord is my life and my refuge, when I call he hears.

2. If you dwelt, O Lord, upon our sinfulness, then who could stand? But with you there is mercy and forgiveness and a guiding hand.

3. O Lord, hear the sound of my call and answer me. My heart cries out for your presence; it is you I seek.

4. As watchman who waits upon the day light, wait for the Lord.  I trust in his kindness and redemption; and his faithful world.

5. Before all the mountains were begotten and earth took shape, even then, O Lord, you were our refuge throughout every age.

Opening prayer:

Jesus, as we enter this Lenten time and reflect on your generous love manifest in your life, death, and resurrection, we pray in hope of peace for the people of Iraq.  We know you stand with them in their suffering. Hold them in your love.  Give them your peace.  Give them your hope.  Amen.

Psalm 146  (Dominican Praise)
Praise the Lord, O my soul;

I will praise God all my life,

Sing to God all my days.

Trust not in rulers,

In mortals who cannot save.

When their breath departs, they return to dust;

Their plans come to nothing.

Happy are they whose help is the God of Israel,

The maker of heaven, earth, and sea,

And all that dwell therein.

God keeps faith forever,

Doing justice for the oppressed,

Giving bread to the hungry.

The Lord sets captives free,

Opens the eyes of the blind,

And lifts up those who are bent down.

God loves all who work for justice.

The Lord watches over the stranger

And protects the widow and orphan,

But defeats the way of the wicked

The Lord reigns forever,

Your God, O Zion, for all generations.

Scripture:  Isaiah 49:8-15


Thus says the Lord:


In a time of favor I answer you, on the day of salvation I help you;


and I have kept you and give you as a covenant to the people,

To restore the land and allot the desolate heritages,

Saying to the prisoners:  Come out!

To those in darkness:  Show yourselves!

Along the ways they shall find pasture, on every bare height shall their pastures be.

They shall not hunger or thirst, nor shall the scorching wind or the sun strike them;

For he who pities them leads them and guides them beside springs of water.

I will cut a road through all my mountains, and make my highways level.

See, some shall come from afar, others from the north and the west, 

and some from the land of Syene.

Sing out, O heavens, and rejoice, O earth, break forth into song, you mountains.

For the Lord comforts his people and shows mercy to his afflicted.

But Zion said, “The Lord has forsaken me; my Lord has forgotten me.”

Can a mother forget her infant, be without tenderness for the child of her womb?

Even should she forget, I will never forget you.

Intercessions:

For lasting peace in this ancient land – From you, O Lord.

For wisdom and compassion for all in authority – From you, O Lord.

For comfort for families separated or bereaved – From you, O Lord.

For the release of captives – From you, O Lord.

For safety and security for minority communities – From you, O Lord.

For refreshment for the weary and healing for the sick – From you, O Lord.

For continuing faithfulness of the ancient churches of this land – From you, O lord.

For tenacity of spirit for small Christian groups – From you, O Lord.

For the mutual enrichment & support of those of different traditions – From you, O Lord.

You, Lord of all, we confess;

You, Lord Jesus, we glorify;

For you are the life of our bodies

And you are the Savior of our souls.

(from the Chaldean liturgy and found in: With All God’s People)

Let us pray, 

Jesus, as we continue to place our trust in your love, we know you will never forget us.  We ask for mercy; we ask for healing; we ask for peace.  Send us your spirit and renew our hope.  Amen.

Song: Remember Your Love by the Dameans    
[Prepared for the Iraq Coordinating Committee]

